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education was a preserve of Anglicanism, Secondary education was
simply chaotic, and Primary education reached only a small propor-
tion of the children of the poor. Before the close of the century the
old Universities were completely nationalized ; Colleges of University
rank were springing up in great centres of industry ; a coherent and
comprehensive system of intermediate education was being gradually
evolved, and primary instruction, without payment and without
price, was within the reach of all. More important still, the different
educational grades no longer existed in isolation ; they were closely
correlated ; and for the boy or girl of promise the transition from one
grade to the other was rendered easy and cheap. The nation had
learnt the lesson that of all forms of national waste, the most extra-
vagant is the waste of brains.